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Dr Irene Bouzo (PhD) is the Executive Officer of the Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria (ECCV). 
She worked there for seven years consulting with culturally diverse community groups and policy 
committees on a range of issues such as aged care, employment barriers and building partnerships in 
Victoria’s multicultural community. In 2008 Irene completed her PhD at the University of New 
England on multicultural policy and how displaced people and migrants adapt to life in Melbourne.  

We Belong Here But...  
A Victorian Ethnic Community Perspective on Social Cohesion 

“We belong here but it’s not working out the way we hoped,” is a typical comment by Victorians 
from new and emerging communities. The Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria (ECCV) has 
developed a model of community consultations at the coalface of cultural diversity that provides 
insights into the complexities of social cohesion. This presentation highlights the interim findings of a 
series of empirical studies on intergenerational relationships amongst Victorians from culturally 
diverse backgrounds.  

The competing demands of transnational living and multiple homelands juxtapose the family burdens 
of overseas remittances against the cost of local sporting activities for their teenagers. Collectivist 
ways of thinking and turbulent displacement lead to shame and stigma across the oceans. The 
everyday frustrations of parents coping with ‘bills and fines’ impacts on young people and their peer 
pressure to fit in. Insights show how a lack of intergenerational communication and different cultural 
approaches to parenting alienate young people from their families and cultural heritage, often with 
devastating consequences.  

Social cohesion is explored in terms of poor community engagement, inadequate education 
pathways and unemployment. The findings point to multicultural policy solutions and provide 
research directions. 
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Kim Carr has been a Labor Senator for Victoria for 20 years. He has been a member of the Australian 
Labor Party for nearly 40 years and a member of Australian Labor Party’s National Executive since 
1994. He is a leading figure in Labor's left faction. 

Senator Carr was born in Tumut, New South Wales, and educated at the University of Melbourne, 
where he obtained a Master of Arts degree in history and a Diploma of Education. He was a teacher 
at Glenroy Technical School for almost a decade before becoming a policy analyst for Victorian 
government ministers Joan Kirner and Andrew McCutcheon. 

Kim Carr was elected to the Australian Senate at the March 1993 election. However, he filled a casual 
vacancy after John Button’s resignation. He joined the frontbench in March 1996 as manager of 
opposition business in the Senate.  

In opposition he was variously Shadow Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Research, 
Public Administration and Open Government, Indigenous Affairs and Reconciliation, Arts, Housing, 
Urban Development, Local Government and Territories, and represented Labor on Education in the 
Senate. 

After Labor's victory in the 2007 federal election, he was appointed Minister for Innovation, Industry, 
Science and Research. He was re-elected in the 2010 election and reappointed to the Cabinet as 
Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Research in the 42nd Parliament. In 2012/13 he was 
Minister in the portfolios of Manufacturing, Defence Materiel and Minister for Human Services. 

Kim Carr resigned from the Ministry on 22 March 2013 before being reappointed as Minister for 
Innovation, Industry, Science and Research and Minister for Higher Education on 1 July 2013. 

On 18 October 2013, Senator Carr was appointed Shadow Minister for Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Industry. He is also Shadow Minister Assisting the Leader for Science. 
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